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   MG Oil Trails 

President’s Note 

By Dale Von Heeder 

 
Well, I’m not Dale, just filling in. I 

know there are lots of events this year, 

and I hope to make at least a few. A 

new year, a new start, or a new finish. 

Let’s make this the best year in mem-

ory for us and the club! 

Mike 
 

The Christmas party at Saltgrass 

Steakhouse was a great evening. If you 

missed it, we hope to see you next 

year. New and old members ate, min-

gled, and enjoyed a gift exchange.  

Though no one brought their car, (it 

was a bit chilly) the camaraderie and 

spirit of the holiday season was alive 

and well. It just proved that it’s more 

about the people, not the cars. Which 

is as it should be.  

 

 

An old friend of mine bought this MGA about 9-10 years ago on 

Bring A Trailer. He sent this pic in a holiday email, urging me to 

buy one.  More like goading. I could do worse than an A 

coupe…. 
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President - Dale Von Heeder 512-913-2531 drvonhdr@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary - Now Accepting Volunteers 

 

Treasurer - Phil Ostroff  996 CR 204 Liberty Hill TX 78642 

 

Drive Coordinator - Scott Ogle 512-638-0217 scottogle@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Web Master - Joe Maloukis 512-845-9155 batcitytx@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor - Mike Jankowski  ccmgceditor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Capital City MG Club of Austin, TX is a group of MG enthusiasts. Estab-

lished in 1996, many of our members own and maintain one or more MGs. We are 

delighted and fortunate to have over 50 MGs in the club today, ranging from 1951 

to 1980. Membership includes many who live in the surrounding areas: Round 

Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Elgin, Hutto, and the greater Austin 

area.  

 

You need not own an MG or any other British car to be a member of the club. 

Membership is open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast. We meet monthly 

and participate in local and regional car shows, organized club activities, trips, 

picnics, parties, and adventures for the whole family. We share interests in an in-

formal and comfortable atmosphere.  

 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 

7535 E Hwy 290, Austin, TX. We gather at 6pm for dinner and socializing, and 

meet at 7pm. Annual dues are just $20 per family per year. We invite you to join 

our club if you are interested . See the membership information in this newsletter. 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

By Nick Roccaforte 
  
The meeting was held Tuesday evening 11/20/18 at Tres Amigos Restaurant, 7535 HWY 290 Austin, 

Texas. 

  
The meeting was called to order by the president at 7:20pm. 

 

There were 20 members present. 

 

Membership report: By Nick Roccaforte -  Welcome new members Rod and Kathy Newman. Rod does not yet 
own a MG but is becoming very familiar with British cars. Rod owns a paint shop and does a fine quality paint 
job.  He transformed my old TR4 into a classic looking car! Please consider him if you are in need of a great paint 
job at a reasonable price. 
We now have  52  members in the club. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: By Phil Ostroff -  There were no expenditures reported and the balance in the account re-

mains the same.  

 

Drive Coordinator’s Report: By Scott Ostroff - Recap of the trip to Dick’s Garage.  It was reported that there were 
about 16 people who were able to join the drive to Dick’s Garage.  Although a number of the cars had already 
been sold and removed from the facility there were a number of classic cars remaining to make the trip enjoy-
able.  The lunch at the Hays City Store & Ice House was great! 
 

Scott also reported on the October breakfast drive.  See his summary and pictures in this issue.  

 

New Business:   

 

1.       Scott recommended that the club have a Facebook page. He is willing to set it up and maintain it.  There was 

a discussion questioning whether or not this would replace the website or email notices.  It will not. We will keep 

the website and email forms of communication.  This will just give us more exposure in hopes of attracting addi-

tional members. Some members only use email and some visit the website. This is just a third means of communi-

cation for those who use Facebook.  There were no objections and Scott will proceed to set it up.  

 

2.       Scott explained that by joining AAA we not only get road service but an opportunity for less expensive in-

surance coverage if club members were interested.  

 

3.       Nick opened up a discussion of having some sort of welcome packet or items to present to new members. 
There were a lot of suggestions to welcome new members.  Some of the suggestions were: Provide a packet that 
included the most recent newsletter in print form, provide a current club roster of members, develop business 
cards to advertise the club and put some of those in the packet, information on where to get a name tag and 
where to obtain a club shirt, possibly an MG logo key chain, etc.   Nick will look into developing some type of 
packet and report back at a future meeting. 

 
4.       Nick recommended that we include a section in our newsletter to recognize club member birthdays and new 

club members. There was a discussion as to what would be included and where it would be published. We all 

agreed that this would be a nice feature.  For security purposes we agreed that we would only ask club members 

their birthday month, not the day of the month or year. It will be published only in the newsletter.  Only those on 

our club member roster receive the newsletter.  Although the public has access to our website you have to be a club 

member to access the newsletter section on the website and you must have a code and password to do this.  This is 
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not offered to the general public.  
 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  
 

Charles Runyan, founder of The Roadster Factory  1946-2018 

This past December, a pillar of our hobby passed away. Charles Runyan, (Chuck to my father 

and I) founder of The Roadster Factory was 72. He is the reason many of our cars are still 

around, buying old molds and tools or commissioning new ones for parts. If a part was impotant 

and unavailable, rest assured he was working on a way to get it manufactured again. 

 

I enjoyed reading his weekly emails, and it was always a treat to talk to him on the phone. As 

he transitioned out of the day to day affairs, his son Albert took the reins. But still it wasn’t un-

common to find Charles answering the phone. Many parts on my cars have come TRF, and I’m 

glad to think of them now as a tribute to him. 

 

I will miss Charles, as I’m sure we all will. He was a great benefactor to these cars we love, a 

great business partner for my father and I, and a rare individual. He will be missed. 

 

RIP, Charles.  
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Capital City MG Club October 27th Breakfast Drive 

 

                                                            Scott Ogle 

 

A request was made for a drive that would suit the T series MG cars. It was also time to do 

something out in the NW area of town. A short, but scenic course, was plotted to take the drive 

along Limecreek Rd and onto Rudy’s BBQ, on RR 620, in Austin. The drive was originally go-

ing to take place in September but was put off until October due to rain. 

The middle of October saw some record rain fall in the Hill Country. This closed many roads in 

the area, including a part of Limecreek, near Volente (Lake Travis rose to an almost record 

level, causing this closure). This section was still closed a week later when the drive was sched-

uled. The weather was outstanding, so the drive was still going to take place. 

On the Saturday morning of the drive, thirteen people and eleven cars showed up. The break-

down: five T series, three MGBs, one TR4, and two Mazdas. The route was modified (it was 

shorter) and all made it to Rudy’s, without any issues. Amazingly, all managed to park on the 

same row at Rudy’s. After a great time at breakfast, everyone went out to the parking lot and 

socialized more and hoods were popped open. The oldest MG was a silver/black 1951 TD 

owned by Marius Chanson; he apparently beat out Eric Van Note’s 1951 by a few months! It 

was clear that while the cars were interesting, it is the people that made the drive fun. 

This drive was short, but the time spent was outstanding and it was agreed that a full Limecreek 

Rd drive will happen again. 
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  A very happy belated birthday to the December 

members, and happy birthday to all the January 

and February folks! 

 

December: 

Anne Moore, Cindy Nelson, Sherry Potter, Kate 

Wros 

Apologies if I missed any. 

 

January: 

Norman Herr, James Howard, Dale Von Heeder, 

Ed Wros, Laurie Ostroff 

 

Surprisingly, no members have a birthday in February. 

 

Welcome New Members!  
Regina and Mike McKay, Austin, TX—1953 MGTD MKIII 

 

Rodrick and Katherine Newman, Hutto, TX  

 

This is a new section and hopefully we can get some pictures of our new members soon so eve-

ryone can put a face to a name. 

 

(No, this isn’t a member car, I took pictures of it when I visited Fantasy Junction years ago.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Member News 



 11 

MG Oil Trails                             Jan/Feb 2019 

It’s already 2019. Maybe I’m a bit sur-

prised due to me ringing in the new year 

bedridden, and the first week of 2019 

was a blur of doctors and feeling horri-

ble. I was sicker than an MG left behind 

a barn in the mountains of New York for 

30 years. 

 

As if that wasn’t enough, my wife had complications from an endoscopy as I was 

recovering. So the two of us have front loaded all the bad days for the year. Hope-

fully. 

 

As I lay in bed I thought back to when I had my MGA Twin Cam coupe over 20 

years ago. It’s one of the few cars I regret selling. But it also has some amazing 

memories for me. Especially at the holidays. 

 

I have a fascination with trains and a favorite activity to this day is to go out and 

take pictures of them or just watch them roll by. So one night while I lived in Indi-

anapolis near Christmas I went for a drive. It was snowing, lights were glowing 

on bushes and houses, and  houses, and I decided to head out to a favorite train 

watching spot in a small town about 45 miles away.  

 

The drive was uneventful, I popped into my favorite diner and grabbed a bite. 

Then I went outside and leaned against the front fender as trains came by. None of 

this was a big deal, except it was the first time I was able to do much in a few 

weeks, as I was recovering from being hit by white phosphorous grenade shrapnel 

a few weeks before. So I was elated to be out and for the first time I was forget-

ting about my wounds. 

 

An older man came up, and we chatted about my car with me. “Always wanted 

one.” “Take it for a spin.” He did. He only went down the street and back. When 

he got out he hugged me and thanked me for the Christmas present. What he did-

n’t know was in that moment, I forgot about my pain and anger and felt joy for the 

first time in a long while. I’ll never forget that feeling or him. 

 

I love these cars, but I love the people I meet through them more. Happy 2019. 

From Your Editor 
Mike Jankowski 
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1959 MG A for sale 

51000 original miles 

Rebuilt engine 2000 miles ago  

Rebuilt carburetors  

New alternator  

New rims 

New interior including trunk  

New paint 

Built in trickle charger 

New top and tenau cover 

3rd owner  

New custom radiator with overflow and electric fan 

  

Asking: $28,000 obo 

  

Please contact me at 210-240-0478 or by email at inicholson@outlook.com 

  

 

mailto:inicholson@outlook.com
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Spare tire cover from my 1953 TD is for sale.  Bought 
it a couple of years ago, and it is still in excellent con-
dition.  I am firm at $120.  I am not interested in do-
ing shipping.  It can be picked up or I can bring it by 
our MG Club meeting 

Tom Lawrence  email: mgclub_austin@outlook.com 
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1952 MGTD 

 

Very good older restoration. 

 

Good running condition. 

 

Interior in excellent shape, leather has no stains or tears --dash also in very good 

condition. 

 

Body and Paint also very good -- no rust or dings. 

 

Good tires. 

 

Many more photos available. 

 

Call if interested:  Marshall Meece-- 512-461-5511  

Email:  marshall.meece@ubs.com  

tel:512-461-5511
javascript:mdcr('kmaZqzsFcacckZjjyfqpyky','')
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 A/C unit for MGB 

Complete engine (ran before partial disassembly), gearbox, several boxes of used parts 

for MGB, 3 radiators, powder-coated seat frames, MGB GT rear door ($500?) 
Aftermarket surrey top - both the rear section with plexiglass and removable hard top section -  

for TR4/250 even 6  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unique 1989 Morgan Plus Four Four-Seater : 138 BHP for sale 

Serious offers invited; selling 1-2 cars to fund (two) kids’ colleges following industry downturns / layoffs. 

 21k miles (believed still on original tires?) 

 138 bhp Rover engine with 5 speed gearbox (0-60 in 7.7 seconds range) 

 Lighter weight factory option aluminum body panels and wings  

 Numerous factory options including reclining leather seats, walnut dash, Motolita steering wheel, 

door handles and wing mirrors, luggage rack, 15” wire wheels, full weather gear and (two) ton-

neaux 

 Four-seater for family or exceptional extra luggage capacity on road trips 

 Offered on bill of sale 

 Recently serviced and fitted replacement ECU from UK, new fuel pump, battery, rear brakes   

Many Morgans were powered by either a Triumph (104 bhp) in Plus Four or Rover (155 bhp) engines in Plus 8 

models.  This Plus Four model provides best of both world – the standard factory-fitted 2-litre Rover’s 138 bhp 

fuel-injected four-cylinder engine endows Plus Four with 90% of bhp of the early Plus 8. 

Inviting serious offers on $25,000 for quick sale.     Contact David at 713-412-0661 or djf713@tamu.edu 
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Restored High Performance Specification 1964 TR4 

This car is based on the one-off official factory colored dark metallic grey - with red interior - car as ex-

hibited at the annual national Earls Court new Car Show, London to showcase talent of the Triumph fac-

tory apprentices (and with whose subsequent UK owner/restorer I had communicated).   

Full frame off restoration of clean donor; LHD, with overdrive and both hard and surrey soft tops 

Performance has been enhanced – from discussions with (and sourcing of appropriate parts from) former 

Triumphtune and Triumph factory race team personnel / authors, owner of factory TR4 race cars, US / 

UK marque performance specialists – to produce bench rated 125-130 bhp (versus stock 104). 

Special features include: 

 Performance engine: 89mm pistons/liners, ported/polished head with increased compression and 

matched camshaft from BFE, roller-rockers, lightened racing flywheel, 4.1 rear end and overdrive 

 Currently fitted with rebuilt SUs (idles at 800 rpm); package includes mated twin Weber DCOE set 

up with regulator, mounts, etc.  

 Numerous uprated/strengthened/lightened internal components include: intake and exhaust 

valves, tappets, springs, rocker shaft etc., valve cover, oil pump and feed, water impeller / housing 

 Matched to custom headers (per 1960s option) and exhaust system, custom built distributor with 

electronic ignition, sports coil, spin-on oil filter and specially mounted oil cooler radiator kit, elec-

tric fuel pump, new gas tank with protective interior lining, alternator and narrow V-belt conver-

sion, electric fan conversion with harmonic damper, uprated anti-roll (sway) bars, suspension/

shocks, and quicker steering rack, finned rear alloy alfin drums and performance upgraded front 

discs/rotors 

 Original surrey top rear section with new plexiglass, UK-sourced last-known NOS aluminum hard-

top (with custom matching headlining by US specialist), plus original surrey soft top and frame 

 New red interior trimmed white with matching custom headliner, and grey carpet, fitted over spe-

cial sound-deadening primer/paint, walnut dash option, fitted roll-over bar, seat belts  

 Other options include trunk liner, custom raised floor/cover to accommodate wider spare, twin 

racing door mirrors, both battery cut-off and inside fuel pump cut-off (safety / anti-theft devices) 

 Knock-off alloy wheels ($2,000 plus conversion package) 

Serious offers invited; selling 1-2 cars to fund (two) kids’ colleges following industry downturns / lay-

offs. 

Clear Texas title.   Contact David at 713-412-0661 or djf713@tamu.edu 



 17 

MG Oil Trails                             Jan/Feb 2019 

 

CCMGC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3

rd 

Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX. We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm. Please feel free to join us! 

 
 Phil Ostroff 

 

                Treasurer, CCMGC 

 

                996 CR 204 

 

                Liberty Hill TX 78642 
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                         Sponsors 

 
Auto Service Center Inc. — Ron Shimek    

http://www.shimekauto.com/wb/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Classic MG Magazine 

Link coming soon! 

 

 

 

 
 

Dealers Choice Upholstery 

10411 N Lamar  

Austin, TX 78753 

512-834-0700 

 
 

 

 

MGBCalendar.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Sirius Paint 

Rodrick Newman - Owner 

512-468-8783 

Siriuspaint@yahoo.com 

 

https://www.custompolishchromeplating.com/ 
281-787-6230   


