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Editor’s Note 

Hi Everyone, 

Welcome to the 2nd Quarter, 2020 edition of MG Oil Trails! 

This edition has been tailored, somewhat, to provide some en-
tertainment while we are all stuck inside to social distance our-
selves from each other. You’ll find some links to some fun vide-
os, as well as some pointers to some other forms of entertain-
ment to help keep you entertained while stuck at home.  
 
Don’t forget to check out this edition’s competition! This one 
may be a little trickier than the last few... 
 
As a reminder, stay tuned for emails from Nick Roccaforte, our 
club President, regarding future events. He is closely monitoring 
the COVID19 situation and communicating with other clubs. 
Hopefully as the situation improves, the activities calendar will 
start to fill up again. 
 
As always, if any of you would like a full-sized copy of any photos 
you see in these newsletters, please let me know.  
 
Cheers and Safety Fast, 

Phil Ostroff 

2nd Quarter, 2020 
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President’s Note 
With Nick Roccaforte 

A lot has happened since our last quarterly newsletter.   We were very fortunate to be able to 

have some great activities before the threat of the corona virus gave us pause. The tech session 

at Auto and Fleet Reconditioners in Georgetown in January was well received.   Jon Poche provid-

ed a very informative discussion about the art of painting (see article in this newsletter).  The 

participation for the Valentine drive in February was the highest to date and everyone had a 

great time (see article in this newsletter).  Another great event in February was the annual 

Georgetown Airport Car & Vintage Plane Show.  This event produced over 475 cars and including 

representatives from our club.  Please see the article in this newsletter and pictures.  Yes that is 

me in my CAF flight suit next to my GT!   

Although we started out with a bang this year, March is another story.  The corona virus curtailed 

our regularly scheduled meeting in March as well as other scheduled March activities.  April 

seems to be a continuation of sheltering in place to try to slow the spread of this dreaded virus. 

Unfortunately we are cancelling or postponing all scheduled club activities for April.  I hope that 

we will be able to resume our club activities/events by May, if not, then June.   I will keep you informed as information is available 

on upcoming events and club activities. 

If you have the supplies you need it is a good time to spend maintaining and or repairing your MG. I have replaced the starter and 

battery in my GT and only need a fuse or two and a couple of replacement bolts to install.  Other than that I have been working 

outside on expanding our patio and building Julie a potting shed for her garden. Moving mulch and cutting grass are always good 

exercise!  Just remember spring is coming and I have every confidence that we will all be able to gather again and continue to pur-

sue the pleasures of driving our cars on many new adventures! 

Stay healthy, be safe and continue social distancing or, as the British would say, “keep calm and carry on”. This too shall pass. 

Hope to see you soon! 

Club Member Birthdays! 

Many happy returns to the following folks… 

April Gary Potter, Caroline Jankowski, Jim Hayes 

May: Apparently nobody! 

June: Marius Chanson, Charlie Hampton, Mike McKay, Jim Woodford, Mike Jankowski 

 

Did we miss your birthday? Let us know!  

mailto:postroff@me.com?subject=MG%20Club%20Birthday%20Submission
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Club Leadership 
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Club Activity Reports 

2020 Club Valentine’s Day Drive 
This year’s Valentine Drive included quite a collection of clubs and cars.  There were 10 mem-

bers from the Hill Country Triumph Club, 8 members from the Houston MG Club and 17 mem-

bers of the Capital City MG Club, one from Lockhart and one from Burnett for a total of 37 par-

ticipants.  This was the biggest group we have had to date. There were a total of 22 cars. There 

were MGTDs, MGBs, TR6s, Mini’s and even a Fiat.  

The morning was a little chilly and cloudy but no rain.  The drive started out on 1431 all the way 

to Marble Falls where we had a pit stop.  Then we trav-

eled to Park Road 4 which is always a highlight of the 

trip with the roller coaster hills and then around Ink’s 

Lake. After that we traveled 690 around to Hwy 29 and 

back to Burnet. In Burnet we had a great lunch at The 

Trailblazer Grille. There was much to do in Burnet 

around the square.  We found a neat little tea and 

coffee shop (Unshakeable Grounds Coffee Shop) that also served scones. Of course we vis-

ited the antique shops and then topped off the afternoon at the “Happy Scoops Ice-Cream 

Shop”.  Thank goodness there were no breakdowns or stalled cars on the trip. Aside from the fact that my car and one other car 

would not start before we left home did not deter us from taking another car.  As ironic as it may sound I drove the TR6 on this MG 

club drive!  Yes, I heard a lot about that on the trip. It’s always good to have a spare car if possible.  A new starter and battery and 

my GT is now back on the road.  - Nick Roccaforte 
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Tech Session: The Art of Painting 

The first tech session of the year went off without a hitch. It was a beautiful sunny cool day. Fourteen members attended a very 

informative session by Jon Poche, the Operations Manager of Auto and 

Fleet Reconditioners in Georgetown, as he presented a well-planned out-

line on the art of painting. 

We started out with a tour of his shop and saw a number of vehicles in 

various stages of repair and preparation for painting.  There were trucks 

and cars undergoing body work, grinding and sanding, stripping, and final 

prep for painting. There was a Chevy pickup, 2 ‘60s BMWs and a ‘64 Plym-

outh Sports Fury convertible and more underdoing restoration. Jon does 

both foreign and domestic car/truck painting.  We even noticed a few spe-

cialty tools the craftsmen use for their work.  

After the tour we were invited into his office for a one and a half hour out-

standing presentation. He  not only discussed the preparation process prior to painting, but also the different methods of sanding 

down a vehicle, rust prevention, filler vs. steel repairs, the difference between a 1,2,3 and even a 5 stage paint finish. He went on 

further to discuss the different types of paint, the importance and type of buffing and how to prevent paint peeling. He answered 

many questions and offered a number of recommendations on how to keep and maintain your finished paint job. Overall the ses-

sion was very well received by all who attended. Thanks Jon for such a great session!     - Nick Roccaforte 
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Stephanie Nichols Air & Car Show, Georgetown 

This annual event started on Wednesday 2/25 with a number of our club members showing up at the airport for a photo op with 

one on the Commemorative Air Force’s WWII airplanes.  It was a beautiful sunny day with a B17, P51 Mustang and B25 glistening in 

the sunshine.  We were able to take pictures with the plane or planes of our choice. We had previously discussed that we may be 

able to develop a CCMGC calendar for next year.  It would be really nice to possibly use some of those pictures for that calendar. 

Saturday was another beautiful day for the air and car show.  Six club members were able to meetup at the Shell station on Wil-

liams in Georgetown prior to entry to the show.  After dining on Shipley donuts we made our way to the entrance of the airport and 

were all able to drive in and park together as we had planned. 

There were a total of 475 cars at the show! This was the max capacity of parking spaces able to handle the show cars at the airport. 

There were so many beautiful cars that one could quickly become dizzy with trying to see them all.  There were all models of Fords, 

Chevrolets, Dodges, Buicks, Oldsmobiles, etc.  There were quite a few trucks and funny cars as well.  And yes there were our 6 MGs 

(3Bs and 3TDs) along with 2 other MGs, a Triumph and Aston Martin, a few Mazdas, a couple of Lotuses, and 2 Volvos. The turnout 

was fantastic!  There was a DJ playing music, food trucks (BBQ, hamburgers, hot dogs and ice cream), sky divers and all sorts of ex-

citement with the planes taking off to take people on rides. Congratulations to our special club member Stephanie Nichols for really 

putting on a spectacular show.  I am sure that she met her goal to donate funds to the Epilepsy Foundation of Central and South 

Texas.    - Nick Roccaforte 
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Our MG Heroes Scrambling to their Aircraft... 

Quarterly Quiz! 

Guess the Famous MG Owner! 

 
Each newsletter will feature a famous MG owner/driver. Can you guess who they are? 

Last issue’s winner: Eric van Note who correctly guessed the ac-
tor, Steve McQueen!  

First reader to email the correct response to Phil Ostroff 
(postroff@me.com), wins momentous fame in the next news-
letter!  

Who is this MG owner? 

Hint: This Nanny may well have appreciated such a nice British car! 

mailto:postroff@me.com?subject=My%20MG%20Club%20Newsletter%20Quiz%20Answer
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 Articles 

1. AVOID CUTTING YOURSELF WHEN SLICING VEGETABLES BY GETTING SOMEONE ELSE TO HOLD THE VEGETABLES WHILE YOU 

CHOP.   

2. AVOID ARGUMENTS WITH THE FEMALES ABOUT LIFTING THE TOILET SEAT BY USING THE SINK.   

3. FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE SUFFERERS ~ SIMPLY CUT YOURSELF AND BLEED FOR A FEW MINUTES, THUS REDUCING THE 

PRESSURE ON YOUR VEINS. REMEMBER TO USE A TIMER.   

4. A MOUSE TRAP PLACED ON TOP OF YOUR ALARM CLOCK WILL PREVENT YOU FROM ROLLING OVER AND GOING BACK TO 

SLEEP AFTER YOU HIT THE SNOOZE BUTTON.   

5. IF YOU HAVE A BAD COUGH, TAKE A LARGE DOSE OF LAXATIVES. THEN YOU'LL BE AFRAID TO COUGH.   

6. YOU ONLY NEED TWO TOOLS IN LIFE - WD-40 AND DUCT TAPE. IF IT DOESN'T MOVE AND SHOULD, USE THE WD-40. IF IT 

SHOULDN'T MOVE AND DOES, USE THE DUCT TAPE.   

7. IF YOU CAN'T FIX IT WITH A HAMMER, YOU'VE GOT AN ELECTRICAL PROBLEM.   

DAILY THOUGHT: SOME PEOPLE ARE LIKE SLINKIES - NOT REALLY GOOD FOR ANYTHING BUT THEY BRING A SMILE TO YOUR FACE 

WHEN PUSHED DOWN THE STAIRS.  

 - Ralph Inman, Central Florida Triumph Register (Editor’s Note: But blame Nick for asking this be published!) 

Amazing Home Remedies 
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Stuck inside with hardly anything to do? If you have access to streaming services like Amazon, Hulu, Netflix etc., try 

looking up the British movies and TV shows listed below for some couch-based British car fun! 

British Car Movies & TV Shows 

The Italian Job (Original Version). Putting actor Michael Caine together with a bunch of Minis to 

pull off a bank heist makes for a great movie. Lots of chuckles throughout, and some brilliant driv-

ing stunts. A newer version was made with Mark Wahlburg using the contemporary Mini, but it 

can’t compare with the original, made in 1969. Best line from the film: “You were only supposed to 

blow the bloody doors off!”.  Available on Amazon. 

Vintage Roads Great and Small. Some of you may have watched the BBC adaptation of 

James Herriot’s “All Creatures Great and Small”, a funny tale of a vet’s adventures in the 

Yorkshire Dales (UK) pre WW2. Two of the main actors from this series get together again 

for a tour of the British Isles in an old Morgan. They tour Wales and Scotland, stopping off 

at various landmarks and pubs while also running into other MG owners and clubs. Availa-

ble on YouTube and Amazon (Acorn TV). 

Any James Bond Film. Pretty sure that every James Bond film ever made features a fancy 

British car. Machine guns? Check. Submersible? Check. Ejection seat? Check. British suave-

ness and style? Check. Even the new films have some great British motoring included in 

their screenplays, and there’s a real treat with “Skyfall” when Daniel Craig’s Bond revisits 

the Aston Martin DB5 from “Goldfinger”.  Bond films play regularly on TMC on TV, but can 

also be found on most streaming service.  

MG Cars History. This show can be found on National Geographic’s history channel on Youtube. It’s a quick, 23-minute history of 

the MG brand and is an easy watch. The quality is a little faded but worth a quick look to brush up on your car’s origins. Link to 

show on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWv9Kk6kIxM. 

Wheeler Dealers. This show has been around since 2003, and 

has a gone through a few iterations to keep current and tackle 

difference viewing markets. Still, the format is always the 

same—buy an old car, fix it up and sell it for profit. The series 

began in the UK and then was moved to the USA more recent-

ly. The main host, Mike Brewer, has a knack for spotting a bar-

gain and his mechanic accomplices always seem to know how 

to fix these cars whilst explaining their mechanical work in very 

easy-to-understand ways. Seek out the episodes that have 

British cars including Austin Minis, MG B GTs, Range Rovers, 

Bentleys and Triumph Spitfires. A decent binge-watch! - Availa-

ble on Netflix, YouTube and some automotive channels on 

Spectrum and Dish TV (like Velocity) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWv9Kk6kIxM.
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Seen on the Web 

MG Motors is UK’s Fastest Growing Car Brand 
MG Motor range overview as the manufacturer cements its status as the ‘fastest growing car brand’ in the UK. 

MG Motor UK has cemented its status as the nation’s ‘fastest growing car manufacturer’ thanks to strong sales in Feb-

ruary 2020 and its 28th month of consecutive growth. New car registrations totalled 883 which was 97% greater than 

the same period the previous year. Furthermore, registrations equated to 1.1% market share, which was the third con-

secutive month the company topped 1%. 

MG Motor UK has a small fleet of cars that contributed to its recent success. The MG ZS EV is the manufacturer’s ‘most 

technologically advanced’, for example. This compact, sports-utility class vehicle is powered by an electric motor so it 

cannot emit any pollutants (at the point of use). Other strengths include: 

• fast charge, e.g. 0-80% in 40 minutes (50kW charger) 

• good maximum range, e.g. 163 miles per charge on differing types of road (rising to 231 miles if only driven in 

cities) 

• low running costs, e.g. no need to buy petrol or diesel 

• emission charge exempt, e.g. London Ultra Low Emission 

Zone 

• practical, e.g. space for 5 people and a 448 litre boot 

• high specification, e.g. automatic emergency braking 

• modest purchase cost, i.e. £22,495 upward. 

Daniel Gregorious, Head of Sales & Marketing at MG Motor UK, 

praised this fully electric vehicle. He said: ‘The ZS EV has spear-

headed our sales and given our brand real impetus as one of 

the only manufacturers able to supply the growing demand for 

EVs’. 

Daniel Gregorious, Head of Sales & Marketing, added that the company is ‘firmly on track’ to achieve its targets in 

2020. It plans to register 30,000 new cars, for example. The manufacturer also expects to increase its number of dealer-

ships. We plan to ‘bring our well built, well equipped model range to a bigger audience than ever before’, Mr Gregori-

ous stated. Watch this space! 
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Do you have the Social Isolation 

Blues? 

Not being able to drive our MGs is a real pain right now! Understand that we need to do the right thing, but if you ’re 

like me, you’re missing the smell of gasoline (and/or oil), the feeling of air in our hair (if we have any left) and the oc-

casional wave from another driver who admires our fine, British vehicle (or a misinterpreted warning that one of our 

wheels has come off). Fear not, though. Below are some links to some fun first-person MG drives on YouTube. Per-

haps if you place a desk fan in front of you, it may feel like the right thing…     

 
• MG TD drive through National Monument in Colorado 

•  https://youtu.be/vLAGOwR98Rc 

 

• MG TC Hillclimb Challenge at Collingrove, Australia 

•  https://youtu.be/Shn1ilx4ha8 

 

• MG TD Racing at the Indy Brickyard 

•  https://youtu.be/U8xl5Ub41e8 

 

• MGA Casual Drive 

•  https://youtu.be/3SmS0pyJtkU 

 

• MGA Racing 

•  https://youtu.be/ovorQnxTUgM 

 

• MGA Restored Test Drive 

•  https://youtu.be/yyah1nD_MU4 

 

• MGB Racing 

•  https://youtu.be/QNK2UDVqwNo 

 

• MGB Drive in Australia 

•  https://youtu.be/ecNP0VEa24c 

 

• MGB Drive through Sonoma Wine Country 

•  https://youtu.be/mcz4ttT0LXk 

    

Cheers, Phil.  

https://youtu.be/vLAGOwR98Rc
https://youtu.be/Shn1ilx4ha8
https://youtu.be/U8xl5Ub41e8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SmS0pyJtkU
https://youtu.be/ovorQnxTUgM
https://youtu.be/yyah1nD_MU4
https://youtu.be/QNK2UDVqwNo
https://youtu.be/ecNP0VEa24c
https://youtu.be/mcz4ttT0LXk
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Workshop Notes 

 

Brake Fluid—A Brief History 

Copied from the Arkansas “Brits & Spares” MG Newsletter 

 

- Nick Dawson 
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Event Calendar 

Note! 

Due to current concerns surrounding the Corona Virus, all MG activities have been suspended/cancelled for the 

foreseeable future. Please keep an eye on your emails from Nick Roccaforte, Club President.  

Find Us Online! 

Website Address: http://www.capcitymgclub.org 

Username: abingdon 

Password: capcity 

 

 

Search for “Capital City MG Club” 

“No more Royal dues for us! But don’t forget your MG Club dues!” 

If you’re behind on your dues, please send a $20.00 check or cash to: 

Regina McKay, Club Treasurer 

605 Spancreek Circle, 

Austin, TX 78731 

http://www.capcitymgclub.org/
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If you would like to submit an ad for this page in future newsletters, please email Phil Ostroff 

(postroff@me.com) with the details of the ad, along with any pictures! 

• Phone: (512) 454-2047 

• Website: shimekauto.com 

Trailer for Sale! 

It’s a Tommy’s Trailer all aluminum 24’ car hauler with wind 

deflector, electric tongue jack with battery, spare tire and extra 

long ramps. Also have aluminum frame for canvas enclosed cov-

er if interested. Asking $6K or best offer.  

Please email Craig Burchsted at:  craig@pptxinc.com 

MG TC For Sale.  Late 1949 home market MG TC.  Up-

dated with unobtrusive turn signals and twin stop lights.  

Brought from the UK in 1973 by the current owner.  Re-

cent work done by Ron Shimek here in Austin.  Maroon 

exterior – older paint – and “Biscuit” full leather interior.  

Tan top and side curtains.  Starts immediately, great oil 

pressure, brakes well, and rides on new tires. Lots of 

manuals, NOS parts, and back copies of Sacred Octagon 

go with.   Insured for $35K, asking $27.5K 

John Hoag,  Lakeway 

512-261-0475     jrhoag@utexas.edu 

mailto:postroff@me.com?subject=Classified%20Ad%20for%20MG%20Newsletter
https://www.yelp.com/biz_redir?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shimekauto.com&website_link_type=website&src_bizid=Bnd4phP6TAaNH7RLkw2nWQ&cachebuster=1558577046&s=476a3f47dc50eb72696c8f292643781e7b255f867867cd99f01b7b57769104a1
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Olivio De Silva  

“The Tuning Specialist” 

Experienced British Car mechanic. 

Can work on your property! 

Phone: (316) 200-3068 

Email:  dasoka@hotmail.com 

1972 Red MGB For Sale 

I have owned this car for 41 years and I am moving to Utah and 

have no place to house the car so I have decided to sell her and let 

someone else enjoy the drive. I installed the 5 sp ford T5 tranny in 

2018 which has really improved the highway sp. The engine was 

major overhauled in 2005. I have all the part records of that over-

haul. I added a street cam, headers, flo-thru exhaust, oversized 

engine oil cooler with braided lines, electronic ignition, 13/4 su 

carbs, new oil pump, fuel pump, valve guides, valve springs, timing 

chain, and clutch and roller thro-out bearing. I converted the sus-

pension to tube shocks, and slotted disc brakes on front. Last year 

I installed a gps speedometer and new radio. I bought Moss mo-

tors hi-lift rocker shaft with needle bearings, but I have never in-

stalled it. It will come with the car. I have a box of mg parts that 

also will come with the car as well as a tonneau  cover. You may 

reach John Roberts at 2177100574 or blowtorch29@yahoo.com. 

Approx mileage since overhaul is under 8000 miles. $16,000. 

mailto:blowtorch29@yahoo.com
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Harvest Gold 1972 MBG For Sale 

I am putting up for sale for $7k but will sell to a club member for 

$6k. Attached is one pick but can send others if someone would 

like. I decided against restoring it because of my busy schedule 

and I bought a 65 Cobra.  

Contact: Stephanie Myers: stephanienichols2017@icloud.com 

1953 MG TD For Sale 

Ground up restoration recently completed on this TD. Exterior color Woodland 

Green, interior tan leather, top and side curtains tan Stayfast canvas. Show 

quality. Complete rebuild of engine, chassis, suspension, brakes, body tub 

and doors with new ash. New or re-plated chrome bumpers/overriders, grille 

shell, gas tank end covers, door handles, latches, side curtain and seat 

back fittings. Car ready to drive, show and enjoy. 22k. 

Email Gary: gpotters@austin.rr.com 

1952 TD For Sale 

 

Very good older restoration. Good running 

condition. Interior in excellent shape, 

leather has no stains or tears --dash also in 

very good condition. Body and Paint also 

very good -- no rust or dings. Good tires. 

Marshall Meece--512-461-5511  

Email: marshall.meece@ubs.com 

mailto:marshall.meece@ubs.com
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1967 MGB GT Mk1 For Sale 

Clear TX title in my name. I've owned the car for 10 years. Engine is a 1987 5.0 (302) roller cam from a Mustang (dressed as a 60's 

289 to look period correct) Engine has been balanced with ARP fasteners throughout, including heads, fly wheel, rod and main 

bearing hardware. Trick flow stage 1 camshaft. Ported heads.  Edelbrock F4B intake manifold like what the Sunbeam Tigers were 

equipped with.  600 CFM Edelbrock 4 barrel carb. Transmission is a 1987 World Class T5 from a Mustang. It has been upgraded 

with Ford Racing components. A conservative estimate of 300HP at the flywheel is reasonable. Top speed is now 140mph, only 

limited by gearing. The original car shell itself is rot free. The hood that is on it is not original to the car and does have a little rust 

on the leading edge. The stock aluminum hood comes with the car and can be used if you switch to a lower profile intake mani-

fold. The only parts of the car that are NOT MG are the engine, trans and clutch slave cylinder (its from a TR6). The suspension, 

rear axle, wiring harness, gauges, clutch and brake hydraulics etc, even driveshaft are all MG still. I tried to build the car like it was 

a Tiger or early Cobra. The suspension has all polyurethane bushings and competition springs. I have the stock springs if someone 

would like to return it to stock ride height I have other performance parts that will go with the car. The paint and interior will 

need to be redone. I know the history of the car back to day 1. It was imported through Austin Imports and was originally pur-

chased by a Univeristy of Texas music professor by the name of Garret Greer. He kept the car as a daily driver until he passed in 

the mid 1990s. Upon his passing, he gave it to one of his students, Brad Bolen, who kept it until 10 years ago in his garage, when I 

purchased it I drove the car for several years as a daily driver and spun a rod bearing in the original engine. I converted it to the 

V8 and used it as a daily driver for several more years.  I'm going to list the car for $11,000, but will let it go for $9,000 (non-

negotiable) to a club member, to keep the car local. It cannot be duplicated for that much. Email Christopher: 

cjsteak@hotmail.com 
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Club Regalia 



 20 

Membership Form 
The Capital City MG Club 

The CCMGC publishes a quarterly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3rd Tues-

day of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant (7535 Hwy 290, Austin, TX). We meet at 6pm 

to dine and socialize and then meet officially at 7pm. Please feel free to join us!  

Name:___________________________________ Birthday (Month/Day) __________________________ 

Spouse/Partner:_________________________ __Birthday (Month/Day) _________________________ 

Primary Email Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________ State:_______________ Zip:________________ 

Home Phone:____________________________ Cell Phone:____________________________________ 

MG Ownership is not a prerequisite for membership, however if you own any MGs or other British cars 

please tell us about them: 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Do we have your permission to use pictures of you and/or your car in the club newsletter and/or on the 

club website? Yes:___  No:___ (Please check one.) 

Dues are $20.00/year and due April 1 each year. 

Please make checks out to Regina McKay and then mail to: 

Regina McKay 

Club Treasurer, CCMGC 

6005 Spancreek Circle, 

Austin, TX 78731 


