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Cheerio, MGophiles!

Heaven by the Bay
                                   - by Paul von Heeder

Keels & Wheels
Concours d’Elegance
May 5-7, 2017

It  doesn’t  always  turn  out  like  this,  thanks  to  Mother  Nature.  However,  this  calm,  cool,  beautiful
Saturday morning is going to be the perfect day to view (drool over) fantastic machinery. Here on the
lawn of the relaxed and lovely Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook, TX, are some of the finest cars in the
country.  And  along  the  boardwalk  and  piers  are  magnificent  wooden speedboats,  runabouts  and
yachts. They represent the best of every decade, restored and original, some never to be seen again.



Walking in the gates, I’m immediately met by a stunningly red ’55 Ford wagon hitched to an adorable
wooden runabout on its own matching red trailer. Then come the Big Dogs—the near and Full Classics:
Stutz  (the  honored  marque  this  year),  Packard,  Duesenburg,  Pierce  Arrow,  Cadillac,  Bentley,  Rolls
Royce, Buick, etc. Sitting under the live oaks' canopy, they look regal yet relaxed. The upper crust having
a picnic.

Next is the circle of honor: a few concept cars, a
racer  or  two,  a  couple  of  cars  sent  from
significant museums—this year being the one-of-
one  Hispano-Suiza  Xenia-Dubonnet  (photos  at
right  and  below)  brought  from  the  wonderful
Mullin Collection in CA.
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Surrounding this group are beautifully restored Mercedes Benz. Across the drive are the Corvettes of 
many decades. Around the clubhouse are a few micro-cars and an Amphicar. 

Then, along the boardwalk and overlooking the water,  the ’50’s and ’60’s are well-represented with
everything from Rocket 88 to Studebaker, El Camino to Continental and, looking like they’re ready to
rock ’n roll, the Hot Rods.
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Farther  still,  nestled  between  the  pool  and  pier,  are  the  Italians,  older  and  modern:  Ferraris,
Lamborghinis, Fiats, etc. This year, and maybe as an expression of their recent decision to Brexit, the
English are located in a separate area. Here you’ll find elegant Jaguar and sporting MG.
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Lunch break. Hot dogs? Hamburgers? BBQ? Wash it down with just about anything you’d want that’s
cold and wet.

Now, on to the boats. Unfortunately, you can not actually get ONTO any of the boats, as much as that
would enable viewing of the tremendous extent of these restorations. Note the barnacle-encrusted
washroom in one of the photos below. Just looking at these beauties makes you want one. However, in
talking with the owners,  the restoration and maintenance of wooden boats are not for the faint of
pocketbook. Lolling on the water are handmade speedboats and launches, Chris Craft, Hacker Craft
and Century runabouts and beyond are the yachts. All in all, this grouping makes you want to leave
asphalt behind and live on the water (at least part-time). There is so much beautiful wood, bright colors,
elegance and raw power that it takes awhile to take it all in.
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Finally, you get to walk back to the entrance, allowing you to take one more look at your favorites. If
you could take only one home, which one would it be? The Ferrari 250 GT Lusso? The coral-colored ’65
T-Bird convertible? The exquisite MB 280SL? The menacingly black Stutz coupe? Mark your calendar for
the first weekend in May, 2018, and make this difficult decision for yourself.
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Coming Events

The next meeting is tomorrow, 20 June, 7:00 PM,
at Tres Amigos. Come about 6:00 and enjoy a meal!
Address: 7535 E Hwy 290
Phone: 512-926-4441

June 20 – CCMGC dinner at Tres Amigos
June 24  – Drive led by Scott Ogle 

Newsletter Articles:  forward to drvonhdr@yahoo.com
I'm not too proud to accept Insights and Embellishments of your exploits and experiences.
If you are in the queue to write an article for the club to enjoy, let Dale or Nick know.

Also, if you have not paid your dues, please bring $20 tomorrow. Great for the whole family!
If you want to write a check, make it out to:  Judith Shimek
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Coming Events – About that Drive

Saturday, June 24th MG club drive. 

Meet  at  Gloria’s  Café,  1201  Lakeline  Blvd,  Cedar  Park,  TX  78613  (on  Lakeline  two  blocks  north  of
Whitestone/1431), at 8AM for coffee and breakfast. Drive meeting 8:50 AM with departure at 9am (or when
we get going). Drive will be about 40 miles and end in Liberty Hill. Optional brunch at the end (or more coffee)
or drivers may elect to drive back to Austin. The drive will go down FM 1431 and take scenic back roads that
suit  MGs. Bring a camera,  sun block,  optional FRS radio (family radio,  channel 2 will  be used),  hat,  full
tank/empty stomach. If there is significant rain before the drive date the drive will be postponed. Expect some
canyon-like scenery and nice rambling country. 
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Autos for Sale
MGA for Sale.
Totally restored, comes with
all original parts.  
$30,000.  
Van Reese.

(or Ron Shimek)

Phillip Shaw
10240 Pinehurst Drive
Austin, Tx 78747
(c) 512 653-5138
phillshaw@earthlink.net

1958 MGA Coupe
LHD  Planned to restore it but health
issues dictated a shift in priorities.

Purchased on Ebay and delivered to
Ron Shimek's MG shop in north Austin.
He installed electronic ignition, new
brake master cylinder, new floor
boards, and new front coil spring.
Drove it for a summer and then parked
it in my garage. Engine turns over easily but couldn't get it to start. Older restoration with mediocre 
paint and surface rust on undercarriage. The car could be made into a driver, but it is really ready for a 
full restoration. Pictured above. Includes Moss Motors wiring harness and complete seals kit.

Asking $7,500 will consider serious offers. Hope to talk to you soon – Phillip
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CCMGC    MEMBERSHIP   FORM

The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX.  We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm.  Please feel free to join us!

DATE_____________

Name______________________________________ Birthday (month/day) _______________________

Spouse/Partner______________________________ Birthday (month/day) _______________________

Primary Email Address___________________________________________

Mailing Address________________________________________________

City_________________________ State______ Zip___________________

Home Phone______________________ Cell_________________________

MG ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however if you own any MGs or other British cars 
please tell us about them.

Year______ Model__________  Color__________         Year______ Model__________ Color__________

Year______Model__________   Color__________         Year______Model___________Color__________

Dues are $20.00/year and due April 1 each year.
Please mail checks payable to:

Judi Shimek
Treasurer, CCMGC
824 Romeria Dr.
Austin, TX 78757
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