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                          Newsletter of the Capital City MG Club 

Well, now that I have been reinstated for another 
year. And have more flexibility. OK, none of that. 
 
I appreciate the continued confidence in Nick 
and myself, and look forward to working with our 
new Treasurer, Phil Ostroff. (Hmm. Maybe folks 
are just not comfortable with change, or, since 
we ran unopposed, maybe its something else.) 
  
I felt like we made some decent progress this 
year, and there were a lot of events with good 
participation. I'm grateful to Joe Maloukis for get-
ting us a more respectable web page. With Nick 
and Joe, I expect to make some even better 
changes this year.  
 
And thanks to the volunteerism of Mike 
Jankowski, we now have a newsletter again. Of 
course, if you're reading this, you already know 
that. And we're still soliciting exciting stories of 
the road, or of MG restoration or acquisition. Or pictures from a driving adventure, or 
your pets, or your grandkids, or selfies. OK seriously. If you have any insights or areas 
of curiosity that you'd like to see an author or editor explore, we welcome story ideas. 
 
Much thanks to our Driving Coordinator, Scott Ogle. We've had some fine adventures 
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over the last year. I hope everyone is enjoying the 
way we sometimes team with another club to in-
crease the fun and expand our contacts. And an 
impromptu drive has been solicited from him for the 
last weekend in April. So stand by, more to come 
on that. 
 
A final recap of the Christmas Party, which did take 
place! The 20 that attended enjoyed a great eve-
ning at Serrano's. Pictures from the event, and hon-
oring Ron Shimek for many years of faithful, crea-
tive publication of the newsletter follow. We re-
warded him with a snappy new MG jacket! 
Now we appreciate your effort even more, Ron.  
 
How abandoned we all have felt these last several 
months… 
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President - Dale Von Heeder 512-913-2531 drvonhdr@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary - Now Accepting Volunteers 

 

Treasurer - Judi Shimek 512-497-8669 Rshimek@austinrr.com 

 

Drive Coordinator - Scott Ogle 512-638-0217 scottogle@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Web Master - Joe Maloukis 512-845-9155 batcitytx@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor - Mike Jankowski  ccmgceditor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Capital City MG Club of Austin, TX is a group of MG enthusiasts. Estab-

lished in 1996, many of our members own and maintain one or more MGs. We are 

delighted and fortunate to have over 50 MGs in the club today, ranging from 1951 

to 1980. Membership includes many who live in the surrounding areas: Round 

Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Elgin, Hutto, and the greater Austin 

area.  

 

You need not own an MG or any other British car to be a member of the club. 

Membership is open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast. We meet monthly 

and participate in local and regional car shows, organized club activities, trips, 

picnics, parties, and adventures for the whole family. We share interests in an in-

formal and comfortable atmosphere.  

 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 

7535 E Hwy 290, Austin, TX. We gather at 6pm for dinner and socializing, and 

meet at 7pm. Annual dues are just $20 per family per year. We invite you to join 

our club if you are interested . See the membership information in this newsletter. 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

By Nick Roccaforte 
  

The annual picnic and election of officers was held Sunday 4/8/18 at the home of Kate 

and Ed Wros at 200 Elm Wood Dr. in Elgin.  The event began around 11:30 am with a 

tour of both Ed and Gary’s car collection. This is always a highlight of the event to see 

their MGs ( TDs TFs MGAs, etc.), Jags, Austin Healeys and other antique cars. Our hosts 

provided a great BBQ dinner and thanks to the club members a wide variety of sides 

and desserts were available. We really appreciate their hospitality and a great round of 

thanks was offered by all present. 

  

The business meeting was called to order by the president at 2:10pm. 

There were 25 members present. 
  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: By Nick Roccaforte:  There are 42 member families in the club 

at this time. 

  

TREASURER’S REPORT: By Judi Shimek: The current balance, before today’s expenses 

are logged and dues collected, was reported.  Judi is retiring after over 15 years as our 

Treasurer.  She was presented a number of gifts by our president Dale which included a 

gift card, bath soap gift box and an official MG long sleeved shirt.  Many thanks to her 

for all  her work and participation over the years. 

  

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: by Dale Von Heeder:  The 2018-2019 slate of officers pro-

posed and accepted are as follows. 
  

1.       PRESIDENT                          Dale Von Heeder 
2.       VICE PRESIDENT               Nick Roccaforte 
3.       TREASURER                        Phil Ostroff 
4.       SECRETARY                         No volunteers—Nick will fill in at this time 
5.       DRIVE COORD.                  Scott Ogle 
6.       MEMBERSHIP                    Nick Roccaforte 
7.       WEB MASTER                     Joe Maloukis 
8.       NEWSLETTER EDITOR      Mike Jankowski 

  

NEWSLETTER UPDATE: by Nick for Mike Jankowski: There were 9 names submitted for 

the newsletter.  The top three were “SIDECURTAINS”, “MG TRAILS”, and “THE MG 

JOURNAL”.  There was a tie between the first two.  It was anecdotally mentioned that 

we edit the “MG TRAILS” to “ MG OIL TRAILS”  which was unanimously approved! Eve-

ryone felt that this was appropriate since at some point in time our little cars could  
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possibly, if not always leave an oil spot or two! We are expecting to send out  the new 

newsletter by next Friday. 

  

Upcoming Events:  By Dale Von Heeder: 

 
April 14            TABC Wild Flower Drive 

 

April 14            Cedar Park car show 

 

April 21            Georgetown Cars on the Square 

 

April 21            Gold at the Mustang Creek Club in Taylor 

 

April 22            Concourse d’ Elegance of Texas in Arlington 

 

May 5&6          Keels and Wheels in Kemah, TX 

 

May 10-13        GOF in Salado, TX 

 

May 15 or 22  Meeting at Salt Lick and night at the Round Rock ball game.  Date and 

details to be confirmed. This will take the place of our monthly meeting. 

 

Dec 15            Planned date for the 2018 Christmas party. Further planning and info to 

follow. 
  

ADJOURNMENT:  There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned 

around 2:30pm. 
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I had to face reality: my MGB 

was at the back of the line of 

projects on my list, and it needed 

to find a new home. This was 

partially due to the fact I was 

moving, and partially that I had 

owned the car since 2010 and 

had done very little to it. In fact 

my main accomplishment had 

been to give it a solid coating of 

dust. So I put it up for sale.  

 

With about $4800.00 in new parts waiting to go on it, I priced it reasonably. I 

mean, 9 Rostyle wheels, a rust free 1971 tub with factory overdrive, new head 

with hardened valve seats , new top, molded carpets, interior cards...you get the 

picture. It was pretty much buy the parts, get the car free. But no takers. A few 

people wanted to buy individual parts, and they also thought they’d lowball me. I 

needed the car gone more than the money, so I also let it be known it was going to 

be scrapped by a certain date. Still it languished. 

 

As scrap day approached, my dad got in touch with a friend of his who has a shop  

in Hilton Head, SC.  Tommy was looking for a project to keep his shop busy after 

he finished the 57 Thunderbird in his shop at the time. We decided that I’d deliver 

the car and parts, his shop would finish the car, and after I got my cost out of it 

we’d split the remaining profit. All I had to do was get it to South Carolina.  

 

I had a trailer, but no tow vehi-

cle. So I rented a GMC Sierra 

pickup at 9am from U-Haul, 

loaded up the car, and put all the 

parts into the bed. Since I knew 

I’d need to transport everything, 

I had put the parts in rubber bins. 

The carpet and top boxes were 

put into contractor trash bags, as 

I was expecting some rain. I  

 Endurance Race  
        Mike Jankowski 
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There was another piece to this 

puzzle. On the return to Austin, I 

was picking up a 1970 Triumph 

Spitfire I had bought from a 

friend in April. In Atlanta. Oh, 

and I was starting a new job the 

following Friday. This was a 

boomerang trip if ever there was 

one. 2400 plus miles from a Fri-

day through a Monday was go-

ing to test my endurance and 

sanity.  

 

I left Austin early Friday afternoon, and by 9 am Saturday morning I was in Hil-

ton Head, SC, eating breakfast with my parents. They had met me by I95, as we 

agreed to head straight to Tommy’s and offload the car and parts. As shown 

above, the car arrived safely, and the trunk was unloaded as well as the entire bed 

of the truck of spare parts.  So far, so good. 1200 miles covered exactly 24 hours 

after I picked up the truck. 

 

Along the way I slept a bit in a firehouse in Selma, AL. (A good story in it’s own 

right.) got about 500 thumbs up and smiles on the road, and realized the GMC Si-

erra is a great truck. Even in stripped down U-Haul form. In fact, I got over 16.5 

mpg for the round trip. I was planning on 14, so that was a pleasant surprise. An-

other pleasant surprise 

was this sunrise some-

where in Georgia.  

 

But I barely had time 

to enjoy anything, as I 

also had to repack the 

trailer bearings once I 

unloaded the car. After 

a shower and dinner 

with my parents, I 

grabbed a few hours of 

sleep. The next day I 

slept in a bit, and after 

a late breakfast and  
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packing, lunch making, saying 

goodbye to the TR8, and final 

trailer and truck inspection I 

was off to Atlanta. Several 

hours later I was at my friend 

Joe’s house, loading up my 

1970 Triumph Spitfire. I fig-

ured driving with a load each 

way was easier and also more 

efficient.  

 

A couple of bottles of water  

later the Spitfire was loaded, 

secure, and I was on my way 

home. Other than being a long drive, and somewhat boring, things went great. 

Until just west of the Mississippi. I’d been hearing the weather reports calling 

about a powerful front heading east. I was heading west.  

 

First the winds, then the rain. It was a wall of water I drove into. And a pool. The 

reflectors dividing the lanes on the interstate looked like the floodlights you have 

in the sides of  pools. I was struggling to maintain 20 mph, and the wind gusts 

were trying to toss me all over. Knowing there was nowhere to wait it out on I20 

(LA closes it’s welcome center rest areas at night) I knew my best bet was to drive 

through the weather. 

 

I arrived back in Austin 

sometime Monday after-

noon. Tuesday I unloaded 

the Spitfire at my friend’s 

house, returned his trailer 

and that night returned the 

truck. Was it worth it? I 

think so. Currently the 

MGB is progressing nicely. 

The Spitfire resurrection is 

about to be started. Then 

it’s time to find an MGA 

coupe so I can make my 

dream coupe.  
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The Patrick Valentine Drive 
By Nick Roccaforte 
 

When I woke up on Saturday morning and looked out the window I saw a cloudy 

foggy day. Not to be deterred by the weather man’s predictions now of a 40% 

chance of rain, I had breakfast and prepared the MG for the drive. By the time 

Julie and I left the house it was starting to clear up, and by the time we arrived at 

the starting point the clouds 

were breaking up and there was 

even some sunshine! To my de-

light there were already club 

members at the Chevron station 

to start the journey. 

 

All told there were 15 cars. 

There were 5 MGs, 3 Tri-

umphs, one Morgan, a Tesla, 

one Porsche, a Lexus, 2 Miatas 

and a Corvette. There was only 

a brief moment at the start 

when Roger’s TR6 flooded out 

and would not start.  Luckily he had his wife with him and she came to the rescue.  

Tina pushed the Triumph downhill so Roger could pop the clutch and it started!  

Just remember that it is always a good idea to have a partner that is a navigator 

and mechanic along for a drive especially if it is woman powered!  After a brief-

ing we left the station around 10:25am.  By then the sun was out and it was a 

great weather day with temperatures in the 70’s. I was leading the drive and did 

not see the 50 bikers behind us who were initially frustrated that we were going 

the speed limit! Luckily they turned off 

at the first chance they had. Scott had 

brought 2 way radios for us to have on 

the drive but unfortunately one was 

caught between his seat on the way to the 

start and it was damaged and did not 

work. We will have a new pair for the 

next drive so the leader and tail driver 

will be able to communicate for any con-

cerns-- like bikers! 



 10 

MG Oil Trails                         April 2018 

We arrived in Burnet about 11:30am and were met at the door of the Grille by a 

hostess that took us to a private dining room just set up for us. It was a good idea 

to have our menus already chosen by each individual and we just handed them to 

the waitress as we walked in which facilitated our ordering.  There was a wide va-

riety of food ordered and there were overall many compliments regarding the ser-

vice and food. After lunch and before we left Julie handed out belated Valentine 

boxes of candy to all of the ladies on the drive.  The grand prize (a chocolate 

candy man wearing white shorts with hearts on them with the inscription “The 

perfect man, he is strong, quiet and sweet! 

“ was won by the draw of the Queen of 

Hearts  by Linda Vermillion.   As we were 

leaving to go the Air Museum the train 

arrived from Cedar Park and the line to 

the Grille was extending outside.  Thank 

goodness for great timing! 

Next stop was the Highland Lakes Air 

Museum.  They have a great assortment 

of WWII artifacts in the museum.  There 

were posters, uniforms, medals, a collection of pistols and rifles, model airplanes 

and even a turret from a B24 that you could sit in to get the feel of what it was 

really like to be a tail gunner!  In the hangar there was a SNJ Trainer plane and 

Navion Trainer, other display engines, a Tow Tug, and a Rink instrument flight 

training module. Their Douglass C47 Skytrain “The Bluebonnet Belle” was out 

for repairs.  Outside there were other aircraft (F100F Trainer, A7 Corsair T38 

Trainer, etc.) and military hardware (Howitzers and an M60 -83 Patton tank). I 

was able to get a picture of the tank as it was approaching and just before it ran 

over Warren’s 73 MGB!  Although the major part of the drive ended here a num-
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ber of club members did go on to the alternate and 

last stop on the drive. 

 

The last stop was at the Sports Clips Car Museum in 

Georgetown. This was a great conclusion for the 

drive.  There was a very interesting collection of cars 

in the museum. Our own CCMGC member Gordon 

Vermillion 

is the manager and caretaker for this mu-

seum and gave us a great guided tour. 

There was a 2005 Ford GT, a ‘57T Bird, 

and a ’56 Corvette. To our delight there 

were 4 Jags including a beautiful red ‘58 

XK150s and a green ’69 XKE.  He had a 

number of Aston Martins including my 

favorite, a 1966 silver DB6 coupe.  The 

shows stopper however was the immacu-

lately restored 1928 4-43 Packard Phae-

ton. 

 

We were very fortunate in that the weather 

was great for the drive, the experience at 

the restaurant was positive and the attrac-

tions were worthwhile.  There were no 

breakdowns and no animals were harmed 

in the making of this adventure! 
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              Stephanie Nichols Benefit Air & Car Show 
      Mike Jankowski 

 

For a few years I had heard that the car 

and air show at the Georgetown Airport 

was one worth going to. So, finally I 

made it up this year. I needed a shake-

down drive of my 1976 Porsche 914, and 

this would be a good one without going 

too far. Well, the drive up was uneventful 

and I was on the show field quickly. 

 

There weren’t too many foreign cars, but 

that didn’t matter. Several club members 

had their MGs there (Stephanie with her 

1972 MGB, Tom Lund with his stunning 

1952 MGTD, and Keith Cadwallader with 

his 1971 MGB, apologies if I misspelled 

any names, I blame Nick’s writing.) 

amongst the sea of American iron. Plus a 

Lamborghini Miura.  

 

I enjoyed walking around the tarmac with 

my girlfriend and her father, chatting with 

various car owners, and running into a 

few friends including Nick Roccaforte. 

What struck me was how much effort 

everyone had put into their vehicles, and 

also how many were not totally stock. 

The attendees were enthusiastic, generous 

with their time, and passionate.  

 

 

 

Here are pics of the MGs with some interlop-

ing hopped up VW (my Porsche) trying to 

crash the party. 
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Well, here I am putting the finishing touches to a revamped newsletter for the club. Your club. 

OUR club. First, let me thank all of you for entrusting me with this task. I hope to repay that 

faith every issue, and will be happy to receive constructive criticism and input. I am YOUR edi-

tor. Think of it as I am the driver, you are the navigator. Whatever direction you want to go, I 

will take us there to the best of my abilities.  

 

I can wax poetic and philosophic here, but not this time. I am going to ask for your help. This 

newsletter can be great. The club is a great group of people with great cars. But the stories of 

you, the members, are what make the club great. Those same stories in print will make this 

newsletter great. So please, contribute. If you are intimidated, don’t be. I will be happy to work 

with you if writing is not your strength. Together we can produce a great story. Let me put it 

this way: just talk about your experience, or car, or trip out loud. Type what you say. There is 

the foundation of a great article. 

 

I also figure this may be a good time to introduce myself. Well, I’m passionate about British 

cars. In my stable there is a 1971 MGB, 1978 Triumph Spitfire, 1970 Triumph Spitfire, 1976 

Porsche 914 (for sale if you know anyone looking for one), 1962 Triumph TR4, and Dad has a 

1996 Miata and a 1980 Triumph TR8. I grew up in the Hudson Valley of NY, born in Pough-

keepsie, raised in Rhinebeck and Kingston. British cars were all over that area. I even recall Tri-

umphs and MGs new on the lot of Tara Motors along Rte 9 in Poughkeepsie. 

 

I’ve owned everything from a TR2-8, al models of spitfires, GT6, even a Stag, plus a Porsche 

911 Targa, 356B convertible, Maserati 3500GT, MGA Twin Cam Coupe (one of the dumbest 

things I ever did was sell it), several MGBs, Austin Healeys, Jags, a Daimler SP250, and a few 

modern cars. I love to see these cars driven. I love to see these cars get resurrected.  

 

But it is the people that make this hobby. We all have a different reason we ended up here. We 

all have a different vision for our cars and how we want to use and restore them. We’ve all had 

joy, heartache, and humor in these cars, or because of them. These are the stories that can make 

a newsletter great. These stories also can help us get to know each other more. I’m looking for-

ward to it. 

 

Mike  

From Your Editor 
Mike Jankowski 
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'69 MGB-GT for sale 

Runs very well, recent repairs to brakes, carbs, exhaust, and interior.  

Really clean body and lots of chrome! British flag on roof! Tires are like new, new 

battery. 

Asking $4000.00 obo 

Ron Shimek 

512-497-8669 

Classifieds 

tel:(512)%20497-8669
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Hello, CCMGC members, 

I have two midgets for sale.  They have been outdoor under tarps for approximately ten years.  Prior to that they were ga-

raged for two-three years.  

The red 75 was not running at the time they were garaged (almost 13 years ago). 
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The photo of the green 66 in the driveway is from 2004.  It was driven regularly until the TABCD in 2005. It was driven to its 

place of rest outdoor, but was having some issues.  I couldn’t tell you what the issues were.  Ron Shimek may remember. 

It will be in better shape than the red 75, but will still need a lot of work. 

Before these cars are sold for salvage, I wondered if anyone might want them for parts or a project car.  

The cars are in Georgetown, just north of Austin. 

Feel free to pass this information on to others who may be interested. 

Thanks, 

Deborah Ferretti 
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1952 MGTD 

 

Very good older restoration. 

 

Good running condition. 

 

Interior in excellent shape, leather has no stains or tears --dash also in very good 

condition. 

 

Body and Paint also very good -- no rust or dings. 

 

Good tires. 

 

Many more photos available. 

 

Call if interested:  Marshall Meece-- 512-461-5511  

Email:  marshall.meece@ubs.com  

tel:512-461-5511
javascript:mdcr('kmaZqzsFcacckZjjyfqpyky','')
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CCMGC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3

rd 

Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX. We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm. Please feel free to join us! 
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                         Sponsors 

 

Tres Amigos Restaurant & Cantina           Picture coming soon! 

https://tresamigos.com/ 

 

Yummy and affordable! 

 

Auto Service Center Inc. — Ron Shimek    Picture coming soon! 

http://www.shimekauto.com/wb/pages/index.php 

 

Classic MG Magazine 

Link coming soon! 

 

Dealers Choice Upholstery 

10411 N Lamar  

Austin, TX 78753 

512-834-0700 

 

MGBCalendar.com 

 


