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   MG Oil Trails 

President’s Note 

By Nick Roccaforte 

 
 We have had a great start to the New 

Year!  I am pleased to announce that we 

have had quite a number of new members 

join our club already this year and be active 

participants.  See the list of new members 

this year under the “Member Notes” sec-

tion of this newsletter. 

  

We have developed a great team and I 

look forward to working with them and all 

of you this next year.  The slate of officers 

and staff is listed under the” Leadership” 

section of this newsletter. 

  

Our first event of the year was the Valen-

tine Drive in February where we invited the 

Triumph Club to join us. The weather held 

out for us and it was a great success.  One 

of my goals for the club is to continue to 
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 develop relationships with other British clubs in the area and on occasion have joint events and/or 

drives.  We have members in our club that are members of multiple other clubs and that gives us the 

opportunity to be involved in multiple events throughout the year. The drive Scott Ogle organized to 

Bastrop State Park in March was a lot of fun and the town of Winchester was a blast from the past! The 

Triumph club invited us for their April drive through the backroads near Bastrop to see the wildflowers 

and I am glad a number of us were able to make that drive with them.  

 

Another of my goals is to expand club awareness.  We now have an enhanced website with multiple sec-

tions.  I really appreciate what Joe Maloukis has done and will continue to do for us regarding this initia-

tive. It is not easy and takes a lot of effort to keep updated. However it is worth it because we are actu-

ally getting new members who have found us on our website. Scott Ogle has done a remarkable job es-

tablishing us on Facebook and keeping it in real time. Drives and other events are uploaded the very day 

they occur. He has also been instrumental in computer mapping and outlining our drives.   Phil Ostroff has 

developed a computerized financial accounting system tracking our revenue and expenses.  He has also 

developed a Drop Box system to keep up the club roster and membership.  This will help us in doing a bet-

ter job of sending out announcements and emails with minimal routing errors. He is currently assisting me 

with a club welcome packet that should be ready by the next meeting. Mike Jankowski has been doing his 

best to provide interesting articles for our newsletter and publishing it with more pictures and informa-

tion.  Since we only publish it every 2 months we have been emailing the minutes of our monthly meetings 

so members will  always be informed of upcoming events and or drives. One of our new members, Regina 

McKay, has graciously accepted the position of Secretary and I know she will do a fine job with the minutes. 

Eric Van Note has accepted the position of Vice President and I know with his experience as a long stand-

ing club member and participation in events he will be a real asset to the club. 

  

I am honored to accept the nomination of club president from our outgoing president Dale Von Heeder 

and will do my best to uphold the standards set by those before me. I want to acknowledge and thank Dale 

for his efforts not only as club president for the past 2 years but also for his role as vice president for the 4 

years preceding becoming president. Please see article about Dale in this newsletter. 
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CCMG APRIL MEETING MINUTES                                                          DATE:  4/7/19 

By Regina McKay 

 

LOCATION: 

The Annual Club Meeting/Picnic and election of officers was held at Berry Springs Park and Pre-

serve, 1801 CR 152, Georgetown, TX 78626.  The meeting was called to order by the president at 

12:30pm.  There were 25 members present. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: By Phil Ostroff:   We are pleased to report that, so far this year, we have had 6 

new members join our club.  This brings the total to 57 member families. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  By Phil Ostroff:   Finances are stable and the balance in the club account was 

read at the meeting.  Expenses for the picnic were not yet accounted for as of the reading of the balance.  

Annual dues and payments for the picnic were collected.  As a reminder, the $20 annual dues were due 

April 1, 2019.   Checks may be mailed to Phil at 996 CR 204, Liberty Hill, 78642. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT: 

Scott Ogle reported that there were 6 cars that participated on the March 30
th

 drive to Bastrop State 

Park.  The weather cooperated and the drive took us through the back roads.  We enjoyed the bluebon-

nets and other wildflowers along the way to the Winchester Grill and nearby ice cream shop.  It only 

rained while we were eating and then cleared up for the drive home. 

 

Nick Roccaforte discussed the invitation from the Hill Country Triumph Club for our club to join their 

Bluebonnet Drive on April 13
th

.  Six members present at the picnic plan to attend.  The local Morgan 

Club has also been invited.  Nick feels it is a great opportunity to show how we British Car clubs can join 

together, on occasion, to participate in even more activities and drives. 

 

Nick Roccaforte also discussed the Spring GoF (Gathering of the Faithful) in Salado May 16-19, a semi-

annual event, sponsored by the TMGR.   This fun gathering includes a complimentary wine and cheese 

party, a lunch drive to Georgetown, along with a Concourse and awards banquet.  Please consider join-

ing our other 15 club members in attending this gathering.   After all, it’s right up the road and it’s all 

MG’s. 

 

Dale discussed the possibility of getting tickets to see the Round Rock Express.  He will have more infor-

mation regarding dates and times at the May meeting. 

 

Regina McKay discussed the Top Notch Drive-In Dinner Run.  Mark your calendars, as we have been ap-

proved for Saturday, June 29
th

 from 5:30-9:00pm.   It is a come and go event, so feel free to come at any 

time and leave when ready.  For those not wanting their cars on the road after dark, sunset should be 

around 8:30 pm that day, allowing plenty of time to come for a burger and a visit.   It was also discussed 

that, rather than billing it as solely an MG gathering, we are open to inviting members of the Hill Country 

Triumph Club, along with the Morgan Club.   The three clubs together would make it more like a “The 

British are Coming” car night (and just 5 days before July 4).  An estimated of 25-35 cars were reported 
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to Top Notch, in order that they may save space for us.  We may further discuss at our next meeting in 

May. 

 

PICNIC SUMMARY:  23 members attended this year’s annual meeting.  However the total attendance 

for the picnic included 25 members.  Originally scheduled for 10:00am-2:00pm, the arrival time was post-

poned to 11:00am due to heavy rains and various road closures.   Under the protection of the pavilion, 

the group enjoyed BBQ from Mo’s in Georgetown, along with sides and desserts brought in by mem-

bers.  A special thanks to member Sherry Potter, who supplied a large number of wraps and blankets to 

ward off the chill. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Election of Officers:  The following is the result of the election of new officers, along with those members 

remaining in their current positions: 

   President:  Nick Roccaforte 

   Vice-President:  Eric Van Note 

   Treasurer:  Phil Ostroff  

   Secretary:  Regina McKay  

   Drive Coord:  Scott Ogle 

   Membership:  Phil Ostroff 

   Webmaster:  Joe Maloukis 

   Newsletter Editor: Mike Jankowski 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

June 1-2       National car show in Greenwich, CT.  Contact Craig Burchsted for details. 

June 29        Top Notch Drive-In, 7525 Burnet Rd in Austin 

 

Note:  the 3
rd

 Saturday of every month is the Pistons on the Square in Georgetown from 8-10am.  This is 

not a judged event, but simply a gathering of car enthusiasts with all types of vehicles. 

Note:  The 3
rd

 Sunday of every month is the round Rock Show and Shine event at Centennial Plaza from 

10am-2pm.  This is not a judged event, but simply a gathering of car enthusiasts with all types of vehi-

cles. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 12:45pm. 

 

 

 

I want to thank Regina for not only becoming club Secretary, but also for compiling this stellar account 

in the minutes. Also, please forgive my errors that resulted in the omission of the minutes as well as me 

cutting off some of the President’s note. A new laptop in on the way so the technical travails will be van-

quished.  -  Mike 
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The Capital City MG Club of Austin, TX is a group of MG enthusiasts. Estab-

lished in 1996, many of our members own and maintain one or more MGs. We are 

delighted and fortunate to have over 50 MGs in the club today, ranging from 1951 

to 1980. Membership includes many who live in the surrounding areas: Round 

Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Elgin, Hutto, and the greater Austin 

area.  

 

You need not own an MG or any other British car to be a member of the club. 

Membership is open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast. We meet monthly 

and participate in local and regional car shows, organized club activities, trips, 

picnics, parties, and adventures for the whole family. We share interests in an in-

formal and comfortable atmosphere.  

 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 

7535 E Hwy 290, Austin, TX. We gather at 6pm for dinner and socializing, and 

meet at 7pm. Annual dues are just $20 per family per year. We invite you to join 

our club if you are interested . See the membership information in this newsletter. 
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Valentine’s Drive 

By Nick Roccaforte 
  
The Valentine Drive on February 

16th  this year was well attended by both 

the MG and Triumph clubs.  There were 

even two Houston MG club members 

that came all the way up to join us on the 

drive. There were a total of 19 vehicles 

on the drive. There were MGs, Tri-

umphs, Miatas,  a Mini, a Sprite and 

even a few modern cars and trucks.  We 

woke up to a chilly and cloudy Saturday 

morning of 47 degrees.  By the time we 

arrived at the start it was 49 degrees.  After a briefing we traveled down 1431-- the winding, hilly road 

to Marble Falls.  It was a very pleasant and scenic drive especially since there was minimal traffic for 

most of the drive there.  By the time we arrived in Marble Falls the sun was trying to break through the 

clouds and it was around 52 degrees. We made it through town without losing anyone and all stayed to-

gether along the route. When we turned down Park Road 4 that was when the fun really began.  The 

road was winding with a number of deep valleys along the way that felt like we were on a roller coaster! 

(see pictures) This was really neat since 

again there was no normal traffic on the 

road, just us! The temperature rose to 60 

degrees at that point and the sun was 

shining off and on the rest of the 

route.  We traveled along the winding 

road overlooking Lake Buchanan with 

great vistas. By the time we arrived at 

our primary destination of the Canyon of 

the Eagles the temperature was well in the 60s.  There was a 

total of 35 people on the drive that had lunch at the restaurant. 

( see pictures) The grounds around the lodge and the views of 

the lake were great from this hill top resort. This was the end 

of the primary drive, however a small number of members 

made it to the second and third stops, visiting the Highland 

Lakes Air Museum and then topping off the day with dessert 

at the Trail Blazer Grill in Burnet.  All in all everyone had a 

great time.  We were very fortunate in that there were no 

breakdowns or car problems along the drive.  Unfortunately 

one of the Houston club members hit a deer later that evening 

on the way back to Houston.  Thankfully no one was injured. 

There was damage to the hood and grill of the MG however.  
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                  Bastrop Lost Pines Drive  
                                 Scott Ogle recounts another great drive he organized for us. 

 
March 30, 2019 CCMGC Drive 

Lost Pines Drive 

 

 On March 30th 2019, 6 cars (4 MGs, a Ford Mustang con-

vertible and a Honda S2000) departed from the Walmart in 

Manor at 9:30AM. The first leg of the drive traveled to Bas-

trop via some back roads (curiously named after animals, like 

Monkey Rd and Beaver Rd) to Hwy 95 and Hwy 21. The 

wildflowers were present in the form of bluebonnets, Indian 

paint brushes and primroses. One thing not missed was an 

unfortunate steer in the road that did not seem to know what 

to think of a group of sports cars honking at it; he moved over 

after a bit of persuasion. See photos. 

 

After a brief layover at 

Bastrop State Park 

headquarters to regis-

ter for the park, the 

drive resumed and car-

ried through to 

Buescher State Park; 

the tree canopy there 

was untouched by the 

2011 fires. A pine for-

est with Spanish moss was enjoyed by all. The roads within the 

parks are paved and no longer have cattle guards. Even though 

the speed limit was 30 MPH, the curves, hills and scenery made 

for a unique route. The drive continued on to Murphy’s Steak 

House in Winchester for lunch. The consensus was the chicken-

fried steak was outstanding but your mileage might vary with 

their steaks. The steakhouse has a post office inside and turn-of-

the century (1900s) tin ceilings. The rain came during lunch and 

left as lunch was over. Dessert was at the Win-

chester Ice Cream Depot and Junction (a real train 

depot at one time).  As someone asked and it was 

later confirmed, they also have beer, ammo and 

tackle (and knives). 

 

The drive ended with a return trip through 

Buescher and Bastrop parks (admission is good 

for all day) and onto Buc-ee’s in Bastrop. Time 

from start to finish was ~6 hours and 87 miles 

overall. One party had their top down before 

lunch; after lunch all tops were up due to rain and 

colder temperatures. Eleven people made it. 
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One of the stops of the Lost 

Pines Drive. 

 

Member Birthdays: 

Belated and Otherwise 

 

Hal Peterson March 24 

Dinny Peterson May 21 

 

New Members: 
Chris Ballard 
Jim and Cheri Hayes 
Kristian House 
Stephanie Nichols 
Hal and Dinny Peterson 
Larry and Sarah Quellette 
 

 
 

We’d love to feature pics of our 

new members and their cars. 

Send them in. Here’s new mem-

ber Chris Ballard and his MGA. 

Welcome! 
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                                 Silly , (Very) Chilly, Willy Rallye 

                                                 Eric Van Note 
  

On March 2, the TMGR hosted the annual Silly, Chilly, Willy Rallye with Heather and Russel acting as rallye 

masters.  This year it was close to home for those of us in the Austin area taking place on the backroads 

around Burnet and Bertram.  It was cold and rainy that day but Bruce Whiteside and I braved the elements 

with Bruce driving his 79 MGB LE and me acting as his navigator.  It was a Hare and Hound rallye with Rus-

sel acting as the hare dropping orange chalk markers at intersections where we had to turn.  But which way 

to turn?  As the hounds we had to guess and didn’t learn if we had chosen wisely until we saw another 

marker up to a quarter mile down the road.  No marker?  Turn around and go the other direction until you 

find one.  There were 11 cars (MGAs, MGBs and an MGC) chasing Russel and his orange markers around 

some spectacular roads along Inks Lake and all the way to the east almost to Bertram.  All of the converti-

ble tops were up due to the weather with the exception of Russel, who repeatedly pointed out that he had 

the top down.  Shame is one thing but cold rain beats it so the top stayed up.  The target time for the 

course was 1 hour and 37 minutes.  After the rallye we had a great dinner at a burger joint in Burnet.  It was 

a very fun day! 

  

The rallye results; 

  

Silliest (4
th

 place) – Bruce Whiteside and Eric Van  Note 

Chilliest (3
rd

 place) – Pam and Larry Rogers 

Williest ( 2
nd

 place) – Debbie and Frank Kopec 

Rallye-est (1
st
 place) – Debbie and Eric Olsen 
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British Car Scenic Drive  

Nick Roccaforte 

 

The Hill Country Triumph 

Club in association with the 

Austin Morgan club invited 

our club to join them on a 

scenic drive through the 

backroads around Bas-

trop.  This drive took a 

somewhat different 

route  than the one we did 

earlier this month. We had 

4 cars from our club that 

accounted for 8 people on 

the drive.  It was a stormy 

day and it rained on the 

way to the starting point of 

the drive.  However when 

we got to the Home Depot 

in Bastrop, the starting point, the rain 

stopped and the weather was great.  We 

drove the back roads and saw fields of 

Indian Paint Brushes and other wildflow-

ers but only a spatter of Bluebon-

nets.  The weather was cool and the 

roads we traveled were dry.  When we 

got to the Paige Road House for lunch is 

started to rain and hail!  It was a torren-

tial downpour and we were glad we were 

in the restaurant. The hail was minimal 

and there was no damage to our cars. 

We felt very fortunate in that the rain 

stopped when we finished lunch and the 

sun came out for the journey home. This 

was another great example of our British 

clubs gathering together to have fun 

sharing the road even in the rain! 
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 Presidential Footnote  

By Nick Roccaforte  

 

 

I met Dale a few years ago at one of my first meetings with the club when he would fill in when 

Bobby was not available to lead the monthly meeting. He always was an upbeat kind of guy 

and we always enjoyed his presence when he was able to attend.  Dale was born in and grew 

up in Houston, TX and now lives with his wife in Georgetown.  He was a Systems Analyst for 32 

years and recently retired from the Center for Agile Technology, UT in 2017.  He enjoys travel-

ing, gardening and volleyball in his spare time. He has been a member of the CCMGC since 

2005.  He really does have a 1958 red MGA coupe, but only a couple of members have ever 

seen it!  He has been in the process of getting it running since at least 2017.  We all hope to 

see it on the road in the near future.  Dale was the VP of the club for 4 years before becoming 

the president in 2017.  He has been on many adventures and drives with the club and been in 

instrumental in securing locations for the annual Christmas party as well as other events.  He 

has a genuine and honest personality and his cheerful spirit is always present.  I have learned a 

lot working with and getting to know Dale especially in the last 2 years.  I know that he will 

continue to be an asset to me and the club. There will always be opportunities for him to par-

ticipate in the future. 
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This month I have a very short but im-

portant bit of advice. If you need a Lu-

cas alternator replacement, there are a 

few things you need to be aware of 

when getting the replacement. First, 

most of the alternators carried by 

O’Reilly, etc don’t come with a pulley 

and fan. You’re expected to reuse the 

old one. Most likely your replacement alternator shaft isn’t the same diameter. 

 

Add to that the mounting pivot 

bolt (the long one at the bottom) 

holes are likely too narrow and 

you can see how a simple road-

side repair can turn into an epic 

saga like Ulysses. Ask me how I 

know. 

 

I went to Keels and Wheels this 

past Sunday. It’s been on my list 

for quite some time, and was well 

worth the price of admission. 

Here’s the strong lineup of MGs present. Recognize anyone or any car? Hint hint. 

 

Lastly, please send all fu-

ture emails to ccmgcedi-

tor@gmail.com. My Yahoo 

email receives hundreds of 

emails a week, and I don’t 

want to miss anything sent 

to me. Thank you, Mike. 

From Your Editor 
Mike Jankowski 
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                                    Annual Picnic and Election 
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CCMGC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3

rd 

Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX. We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm. Please feel free to join us! 

 
 Phil Ostroff 

 

                Treasurer, CCMGC 

 

                996 CR 204 

 

                Liberty Hill TX 78642 
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                    Club Resources 

 
Auto Service Center Inc. — Ron Shimek    

http://www.shimekauto.com/wb/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Classic MG Magazine 

Link coming soon! 

 

 

 

 
 

Dealers Choice Upholstery 

10411 N Lamar  

Austin, TX 78753 

512-834-0700 

 
 

 

 

MGBCalendar.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Sirius Paint 

Rodrick Newman - Owner 

512-468-8783 

Siriuspaint@yahoo.com 

 

https://www.custompolishchromeplating.com/ 
281-787-6230   


